COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of October 30, 2006

Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

I. GENERAL REMINDERS

· FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP for Parents/Guardians of Seniors will take place Thursday, November 2, 2006 from 6-7:30pm in the Auditorium at PS 191.  Heather McDonnell, Director of Financial Aid at Sarah Lawrence College, will discuss all aspects of the financial aid process.  All are welcome.  No RSVP necessary.

· Make sure you get to know the Beacon College Application Procedures.  If you need an extra copy of these, you can pick it up in the College Office or download it from the College Office Blog.  

· The College Office will be accepting Transcript Request forms only during certain times.  They can be dropped of Monday and Friday D, E and H bands and Thursday, D & E bands.  Copies of this schedule will be handed out in advisory next week, are posted on the College Office door and are on the College Blog.  

· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· Need help with your College Essay?  Talk to Valerie.  Come to brainstorm to get you started or work on the fine tuning.  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  Valerie is very flexible.  Speak with the College Office staff about what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  If you make an appoint, please show up!
· Test registration information - You may register for the SAT & SAT SUBJECT TESTS by mail (pick up a SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com (Beacon School Code Number:  333438).  Test schedule:  


SAT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	December 2nd
	November 1st
	November 9th

	January 27th
	December 20th
	January 4th 


You may register for the ACT with Writing by mail (packets are in the college office) or online at www.act.org. 


ACT DATES

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	December 9th
	November 3rd
	November 16th

	February 10th
	January 5th
	January 19th


**If you are eligible for fee waivers for either exam, please come to the College Office.

II. COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON (*’s are next to names of schools that were recently added.  
Week of 10/30-11/3

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	C.W. Post LIU
	Mon. 10/30
	10:10  C
	B-10

	Penn State
	Tues. 10/31
	9:05    G
	B-10

	SUNY Geneseo
	Thurs. 11/2
	11:15  E
	B-10

	Brown University
	Thurs. 11/2
	12:20  D
	B-10

	Connecticut College
	Thurs. 11/2
	1:25    G
	B-10

	Ithaca College 
	Fri.      11/3
	12:20   E
	B-10


Week of 11/6-11/10

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	*Emerson College
	Mon.   11/6
	10:10  C
	B-10

	Smith College
	Mon.   11/6
	11:15  D
	B-10

	Wesleyan University
	Mon.   11/6
	12:20  E
	B-10

	George Washington Univ.
	Wed.   11/8
	8:00    F
	B-10

	Marist College
	Wed.   11/8
	9:05    C
	B-10

	Iona College
	Wed.   11/8
	12:55  B
	B-10

	Utica College
	Thurs. 11/9
	10:10  C
	B-10

	*Howard University
	Thurs.  11/9
	12:20  D
	B-10

	Seton Hall University
	Fri.      11/10
	10:10  F
	B-10


VERY IMPORTANT!  IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP (even if you are free that band) AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER AT LEAST 3  DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.  TEACHERS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO SAY NO!  *PLEASE CHECK WEEKLY FOR UPDATES*

III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS

Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.

· Baruch College (CUNY) hosts a “College Day Fair” for NYC high school students on Friday, November 17, 2006, at Baruch’s Vertical Campus (55 Lexington Ave at E. 25th St.) in the Multi-Purpose Room.   

· Discover Duke University (Durham, NC) on Monday November 6, 2006, 7:30p, at The Hewitt School, 45 E. 75th St, New York, NY 10021 (between Park and Madison).  All interested students and their parents/guardians are welcome.
· George Washington University (Washington, DC) will hold its New York City Receptions on Sunday, November 5 at 7p in Brooklyn (The Packer Collegiate Institute, 170 Joralemon St.) and Monday, November 6 at 7p in Manhattan (The Nightingale-Bamford School, 20 E. 92nd St.).  To reserve your space, please email gwadm@gwu.edu with the reception date you prefer and the number of people in your party.  GWU is also holding a New York City Interview Weekend, November 18-19, 2006.  For more information, http://gwired.gwu.edu/adm/interview 
· Ithaca College School of Music will hold auditions in New York City on February 10, 2007.  For more information about the auditions, contact the director of music education, 607-274-3366.
· SUNY Group Information Sessions take place on Wednesdays, 4:00-6:00pm (November 1, 15, 29; December 6, 13, 2006).  These sessions over general information about the SUNY Online application process, the admission process, majors and campus locations, honors programs and understanding the EOP and financial aid application process.  Sessions take place at the Metropolitan Recruitment Center in the Graybar Building (420 Lexington Ave (Suite 1640), between 43rd and 44th Sts.).  You may also schedule an Individual Session by calling 212-818-1204.
· Syracuse University will host information sessions for:  School of Architecture, Sunday, November 5, 4-6p; College of Arts and Sciences, Tuesday, November 7, 6:30-8p; School of Education, Wednesday, November 15; College of Human Services and Health Professions, Monday, November 6, 6:30-8p; School of Information Studies, Wednesday, November 15, 6:30-8p; College of Visual and Performing Arts, Tuesday, November 7, 5:45-6:45p (Music and CRS), 7:15-8:15p (Drama and Art).  Portfolio review and auditions sessions have been scheduled.  For more information on any of these sessions and to make an appoint to attend, please call 212-826-0335.  All sessions take place at  Joseph I. Lubin House, 11 E. 61st St. (betw. Madison & Fifth Aves).

· The University of Rochester invites you and your family to attend a graduate panel presentation about the university experience on Thursday, November 2, 2006, 6:30-8:30pm, at Nightingale-Bamford School (20 E. 92nd Street).  To RSVP or ask questions, call the Office of Admissions at 888-822-2256.

IV. OPEN HOUSES

· The Bryant College (Smithfield, RI) Road Trip provides bus transportation from NYC to the campus on Friday, November 10, 2006.  Meet at the NY Public Library at 42nd and 5th Ave (by the Lions) at 8:00 am.  You must make your reservation by November 3.  Call 800-622-7001 for more information.  www.bryant.edu
· Visit! Clark University (Worcester, MA) invites you to attend University Preview Day (Saturday, November 10, 2006).  Go to www.clarku.edu/previewdays or call 800-GO-CLARK.
· Colby College’s (Waterville, ME) Day Visit Program gives students an opportunity to attend classes and have lunch with a student host.  Day visits are available on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, from October through November 15 (excluding October 16-18, and October 31).  Please complete the Day Host Reservation Form (http://www.colby.edu/admissions_cs/visit/hostform_day.cfm).  Please feel free to leave a message at 207-859-4829 if you have any questions.
· Columbia University (New York, NY) invites you to its Academic Success Programs Open House on Monday, November 20, 2006, 4-6p at Alfred Lerner Hall, Room 555.
· Fall Preview at Earlham College (Richmond, IN) takes place November 13, 2006.  For more information call 1-800-EARLHAM or go to www.earlham.edu
· Felician College (Lodi and Rutherford, NJ), the Franciscan College of New Jersey, has Open Houses scheduled Saturday, November 18, 2006.  To sign up call the admissions office at 201-559-6131 or email admissions@felician.edu.  Visit the college website at www.felician.edu
· Explore Goucher College (Baltimore, MD).  Take a campus tour, visit classes, check out residence halls and learn more about admissions and financial aid.  Monday, November 6, 2006.  Register on-line at www.goucher.edu/explore or call 800-GOUCHER x 6585.
· Hartwick College (Oneonta, NY) invites you and your family to visit the campus on Saturday, November 11, 2006 for its Fall Open House.  Free transportation from Manhattan (at 8th Ave and 31st St.) is offered to you and your family on a first come, first served basis.  To be eligible you must have a 3.0 average and complete and return a referral form.  For more information, call Donna Johnson, 607-431-4161 or email her at JohnsonD@hartwick.edu. 
· Le Moyne College (Syracuse, NY) holds its Fall Open House on Sunday, November 5, 2006, 11am-3:30pm.  Find out about academic majors and programs, admissions, financial aid, athletics and student activities.  For more information call 800-333-4733 or email admission@lemoyne.edu or visit the web at www.lemoyne.edu. 
· Lesley University (Cambridge, MA) holds its Open House on Sunday, November 12, 2006, 10am-4pm.  Lesley offers a unique integration of liberal arts with professional degree programs that include hands-on internship experiences beginning freshman year.  To make a reservation call 617-349-8800 or email lcadmissions@lesley.edu
· Newark College of Engineering will host its “Engineering Career Day” on Friday, December 8, 2006 (8a-1:30p).  Explore your options in six different engineering fields.  Deadline to register is October 27, 2006.  For more information and to register, go to http://engineering.njit.edu/careerday/ 
· Philadelphia National Portfolio Day takes place at Drexel University (Philadelphia, PA) on Sunday, November 12, 2006, 12-4pm.  Get a taste of what it could be like to attend a professional art program.  Get your portfolio reviewed by representatives from nearly 30 art programs from across the country.  For more information go to www.npda.org 
· St. Johns University (Staten Island or Queens, NY) invites you to a fun, informative day at its Open House, Sunday, November 12, 2006.  For the Queens Campus, 8:30am-4pm; for information or to make a reservation call 888-9STJOHNS (978-56467) or email admissions@stjohns.edu.  For the Staten Island Campus, 11:45am-4pm; for information or to make a reservation call 718-390-4500 or email siadadmhelp@stjohns.edu. 
· St. Lawrence University (Canton, NY) Admissions Visit Days 2006 offers an admissions and financial aid overview, campus tour, and faculty and student panel discussion.  Friday, November 10, 2006.  The days’ programs begin at 10am.  Make your reservation on-line at www.stlawu.edu/admis/visitdays.html or by calling 888-454-5333.
· Siena College (Loudonville, NY) Open Houses are scheduled for November 12, 2006.  Group tours and lunches are scheduled for November 3 or 10, 2006.   For more information and to register, call 888-AT-SIENA (287-4362) or go to www.siena.edu/admissions/FROSH/visit.asp.  
· Smith College (Northampton, MA) invites women to attend their Fall Preview open houses to learn about campus life firsthand. The program will be held Friday, November 10, 2006 from 8:30am-3:30pm. There is no charge for the program, but you must register at least one week in advance for the event. You can register online at www.smith.edu/admission/fallpreview.  For more info, call 1-800-383-3232 or email admission@smith.edu.
· SUNY Canton Fall Open Houses offer you the opportunity to speak with faculty and students and meet with staff to discuss admissions and financial aid.  Saturday, November 18, 2006.  To register call 800-388-7123 or go to www.canton.edu/admissions/open_house.html.

· SUNY Maritime College Open Houses take place Sunday, November 19, 2006 and Saturday, February 3, 2007.  Tour the beautiful 55-acre waterfront campus, meet faculty and students and attend workshops on admissions, academic options and financial aid.  RSVP at 718-409-7222 or email:  admissions@sunymaritime.edu (Subject:  Open House).
· Syracuse University Campus Visit/Information Programs take place on Fridays, November 10 or 17, 2006.  For more information,  call 315-443-3611 or go to the website:  admissions.syr.edu.

· Temple University (Philadelphia, PA) 2006 Open House takes place on Sunday, November 19, 2006 beginning at 10:30am.  The day’s events include academic presentations, admissions and financial aid information, campus tours and a student information fair.  (Liacouras Ctr., 1776 N. Broad St.) Faculty and staff will be available to answer your questions.  RSVP on line at 222.temple.edu/undergrad

· Vassar College Veterans' Day Open House Program is for prospective students and their families.  You will get meet students and admissions officers, attend information sessions and take a campus tour.  Friday, November 10,2006.  For more information, go to www.vassar.edu or call 800-827-7270.

V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.

· Prologue to Bates offers multicultural students an introduction to Bates College (Lewiston, ME).  You will be hosted by a Bates student, tour the campus, have an admissions interview, attend workshops and classes and meet faculty and staff.  Parents/guardians are provided separate accommodations.  November 9-11, 2006.  For more information go to www.bates.edu/perspectives.xml or call 207-786-6000.
· Focus on Diversity at Mount Holyoke (South Hadley, MA) offers one exceptional Beacon female senior to receive free bus transportation to and from New York City.  Focus on Diversity is a program for talented prospective students of color and all students who have demonstrated a strong commitment to issues of diversity.  Participants will stay with current student hosts and have the opportunity to “shadow” their hosts and attend classes on Monday.  November 5-6, 2006.  Please let your advisor know that you are interested; you must be nominated and be serious about attending Mount Holyoke.  For more information visit www.mtholyoke.edu/adm/
· Oberlin College (Oberlin, OH) Multicultural Visit Program offers qualified students of color the opportunity to participate in an all-expenses-paid visit.  The visit includes a stay in a dormitory and a campus tour; you will also have an admissions interview, attend admissions and financial aid workshops and interact with current students, professors and admissions staff.  There are three programs:  November 9-11, 2006; November 30-December 2, 2006 (application deadline:  November 6, 2006).  To apply and for more information visit:  www.oberlin.edu/flyin 
· Trinity College (Hartford, CT) is sponsoring a Preview Weekend November 11-13,2006, to give students an opportunity to explore both the academic and social aspects of the Trinity community with a focus on the experience of students of color.  For more information, call 860-297-2577 or email Anthony T. Berry at anthony.berry@trincoll.edu or check out www.trincoll.edu.
· University of Richmond (VA) Minority Student Visitation Program offers high school students and their parents or guardians an opportunity take a campus tour, to meet professors and current students, learn about admissions and financial aid.  Students will also get a taste of campus life and attend classes.  Sunday-Monday, November 12-13, 2006.  To reserve online go to www.richmond.edu/visitus or call 800-700-1662.
· “Discovering UVM:  Strong Voices, Open Minds” offers an overnight program where students of underrepresented groups explore academic and extracurricular offerings at the University of Vermont (Burlington, VT).  You will spend two days in their residence halls with a University of Vermont student host, attend a class and learn about the college process.  Session IV:  November 5-7, 2006.  You must submit an application, parental consent form and transcript to attend.  For more information contact Erik Wallenberg (802) 656-4675 or email:  Erik.Wallenberg@uvm.edu or visit the web at www.uvm.edu/admissions/rsvp
· Vassar College (Poughkeepsie, NY) is sponsoring their Annual Bus Trip, November 11-13,2006.  During this 2-day program, participants will have the opportunity to meet with faculty, visit a class, attend social events, and stay overnight in a dorm.  The program is primarily intended for, but not restricted to, Asian, African American/Black, Latino/a and Native American juniors and seniors.  Bus transportation will be provided from NYC.  There are no registration costs or fees for the event.  http://admissions.vassar.edu/BusTrip/ or in the college office.  For more information, call 800-827-7270 or email edthomas@vassar.edu or jeiun@vassar.edu.
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS

· Annual National Hispanic College Fair will give students the opportunity to meet with over 125 institutions.  Each student will receive a tote bag and pen and a list of prepared questions to use when talking with college representatives.  There will also be information on scholarships and financial aid.  Monday and Tuesday, November 13-14, 2006, 9:30am-12:30pm, at Lehman College, Apex Center, Bronx, NY.   
· Preparing for College:  How to Navigate College Admissions and Financing is a panel discussion designed to get you the facts you need to survive the college process.  The panel consists of admissions and financial aid officers and investment experts with important information on how to get into college and how to pay for it.  Thursday, November 9, 2006, 7-8:30p, at Edward R. Murrow High School (1600 Avenue L, Brooklyn, NY).  You must RSVP to attend:  email your name, phone number and number of people in your party to:  Community Affairs@NYTimes.com or call 212-556-3507 and leave a message.  For directions go to www.ermurrowhs.org 
VII.  MISCELLANEOUS

· Bennington Young Writers Awards offers $500 1st Place and $250 2nd Place prizes to winning fiction, poetry and nonfiction.  Entries must be accompanied by a submission form that is available at www.bennington.edu under “News”.  Students in 10th, 11th and 12th grades during 2006-2007 are eligible.  Submission deadline is November 1, 2006.  For more information call 800-833-6845.
· NYMentor is a free College and Careering Planning website for New York students and parents sponsored by the NY State Higher Education Services Corp.  Got to www.hesc.org
· The Japan Center at SUNY Stony Brook sponsors the JCSB-Canon Essay Competition.  The theme is “Japan and Me,” and open to all high school students.  Submission deadline is December 31, 2006.  For more information go to http://www.sunysb.edu/japancenter
VIII. SCHOLARSHIPS

We will only be listing new Scholarship Information here each week.  For a complete and up to date listing of scholarships, check the bulletin board across from the College Office.

College is expensive.  There are thousands of scholarships out there and one of them may be for you.  Scholarships come in all shapes and sizes, but the most common are:
· Merit-based (awarded on the basis of academics, leadership, community service and other activities)
· Need-based (awarded exclusively on the basis of financial need)

· Interest-based (awarded for demonstrated excellence or pursuit of a particular interest)

Just because we don’t list it, doesn’t mean it isn’t out there.  Do some research.  There are scholarships that never get awarded because no one applies for them.  It’s worth the effort.  Here are some places to start to look:

· Family Connection:  if a family member or guardian is a member of a union; some employers offer scholarships to family members; organizations you or a parent or guardian is a member of sometimes offer scholarships.

· The Ethnic Connection – there are many organizations in the city and across the country that work with specific ethnic groups and offer different types of assistance.  Do a Google search on “scholarships & [your nationality or ethnicity]” and see what comes up.  Remember, don’t send out any personal information until you verify that it is a legitimate organization.
· The Special Interest Connection:  If you have a special interest in anything – solving puzzles, exploring caves, cataloguing bird sightings, naming stars, etc. – there could be a little-known scholarship out there with your name on it.  Again, try the old Google search and see what pops up . . . “scholarships & butterflies” . . . you never know.

· Here’s a list of Financial Aid Sites including some for Undocumented Students
www.latinamericanassoc.org        
LatinAmericanAssoc >Services>Youth>Scholarships 

www.yesican.gov                          
US Gov Major site-English & Spanish 

www.ed.gov                                    
US Dept of Ed site 

www.hsf.net                                  
Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

www.maldef.org                          
Mexican Legal Defense Fund 

www.chci.org                            
Congressional Hispanic Caucus 

www.chciyouth.org                    
CongressionalHispanicCaucusYouthScholarships Make sure to look at the section called “Ask Rocio” 

www.needcollegemoney.com       
“Pathways To Scholarships” Book & CD 

www.cmf-scholarship.org          
Celia&MarcosScholarshipFund 

www.blackexcel.org/100minority.htm   Major site to multiple scholarship links 
www.gcic.peachnet.edu            
Major GrantSite >Run GCIS use ID gsuoeo and Password gcis1106>Financial Aid >cluster. ID & Password must be lowercase letters. 

www.fastweb.org                  
Free personal profile grant search engine 

www.google.com                        
Universal search engine 

www.americorps.org                
Americorps Information & Funding 

www.studentaid.ed.gov             
Completing FAFSA (Pell Grant) on-line 

www.gsfc.org
GaStuFinComm  Info on HOPE Grant 

www.usg.edu                           
UniversitySystemOfGeorgia All rules/regulations to enter colleges in Georgia, including links 

www.uga.edu/hispanicproject/links.html  HispanicProject located at UGA. Important! 
www.gsu.edu/eoc                      
EducationalOpportunityCenter at GeorgiaStateUniv 

  

Articles Related to Hispanic Education 

www.hispaniconline.com            
HispanicOnLine Magazine >on Education 

www.AtlantaLatino.com             
AtlantaLatina Newspaper >Education 

http://lideres.nclr.org/articles       
NationalCouncilOfLaRaza  Check out anything to do with The Dream Act or The Student Adjustment Act 

 
2

